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MAYPOLES 


The popularity of many simple 
amusements has declined in re- 
cent years. Among thes@pursuits 
are such activities as sleigh- 
riding, hoop rolling, and stick- 
ball; which are virtually unknown 
to modern children. The month of 
May was traditionally celebrated 
as the beginning of a "revival". 
Festivities which included May 
Day, May baskets, May Parties, 
and Maypoles- are just fond memor- 
ies to an older generation. The 
new Spring season is bearing down 
on us, and it seems a shame that 
today's children miss out on these 
"old-fashioned" and bygone plea- 
sures. ‘ 
The Maypole originated as a tri- 

bute to the rebirth taking place 
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in nature. Flowers and animals 
re-emerge, the weather grows warm- 
er, and people's spirits brighten 
in direct relation with the coming 
of the season. It becomes a time 
of contentment and excitement. 

The time frame in which Maypole 
ceremonies were most popular: should 
be remembered. In the early 1900's 
there were not as many leisure acti- 
vities available for diversion. 
Children had to create their own 
fun, and do it with limitted re- 
sources. One commodity these chil- 
dren were not low on, was imagin- 
ation. 

The Maypole ceremony includes 
songs and a dance,of a sort, a- 
round the center pole. Long 
streamers hang from the pole, and 
each is taken up to be carried and 
wrapped as a circle is made around 
the pole. The carriers weave or 
braid the long strips as they tra- 
vel around the pole. Usually it 
is a very colorful and energetic 
endeavor. 

A special King and Queen are 
chosen, marchers gaily adorm 
themselves, flowergirls, flag- 
bearers, and "“wagoneers"™ are in- 
cluded in the make-shift parade. 
There were refreshments, such as 
lemonade and cookies, awaiting 
the revellers. The whole Maypole 
ritual is surrounded by a great 
deal of pageantry. 

It is sure to be true, that chil- 
dren participate in this delight- 
ful custom, with more enthusiasm 
and freshness, than any other 
group.of people. The passing of 
this long cherished custom is 
truly a loss. It is too bad that 
the endearing charm of the Maypole, 
has not also been endurring. 


The braiding of the pole half completed 


“BLUFF KING HAL”—AN ENGLISH MAY-POLE DANCE 


A BELLINGHAM MAYPOLE CELEBRATION 


Mrs. Lucille Nadolny, of Hartford 
Ave. in Bellingham, remembers such 
a Maypole celebration from about 
1932. It took place at the North 
School playground in the back. Mrs. 
Nadolny recalled that it was during 
the depression and that “our folks 
were poor as church mice, but we 
children didn't even know it". 

The crepe paper dresses were made 
by the parents of the participants. 
They were all different colors, sym- 
bolizing the vibrancy of Spring. 

The ceremonies were not always held 
on the first day of May, but rath- 
er on the first bright and sunny 

day of the new season. In this par- 


ticular Maypole celebration, Adele 
Melrose had the honor of being May- 
Queen,this must be a treasured 
memory of hers. 


Mrs. Nadolny is convinced that 
such "simple fun" is more rewarding 
that) today's video games and such. 
She regrets the passing pf a time 
when children could reaypleasure 
from skating parties, bon fires, 
sledding on Main Street, and roast- 
ing potatoes. The Historical Com- 
mission wholeheartedly agrees that 
the passing of such traditions is 
indeed a loss to upcoming genera- 
tions. 


PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS 


Top Left: MAYPOLE PARTICIPANTS- 
Girls(1-»r)Ruth Dore, Helen 

Tebo, Rita Foley, Adele Melrose, 
Rita Boudreau, Lucille Michal- 
owski(Nadolny), and Irene Drapeau. 
Boys:(1l—pr)William Pleau, Edward 
Michalowski, .:tussell Whalen,’ 
Raymond Smith, Walter Michalowski, 
and Russell Ridolfi. 


Top Right: Looking on with pride, 
are the North School teachers. 


Bottom Left: Nérth School students 
prepare to wrap the Maypole. Notice 
Adele Melrose in the back wearing 
crown. Also note the Maypale finery- 
crepe paper dresses. 


COurtCesyuof': 
Lucille Nadlony 


B.F.D. in the 92's 


Comtd . 


PAR TeuGLV iy 


In 1989; a Tires opesuspicious ori-— 
gin destroyed a house at 15 Mary St. 
on Jan. 4th.. On Jan. 710th, the vac- 
ant house on High St. was once again 
camaged by arson. In January and 
February there were a large number 
of brush fires(due to a lack of 

snow cover). In Feb. a fire occur- 
rec at Oakwoods Apartments result- 
ing, 1n loss#ofviirte- A. sood effort 
by fire personnel preventea this 
from extending to moce apartments. 
On March 31st, the new G.#. Base 
Station was put into service. In 
October, Hngine 6 responded to sev- 
eral mutual aid calls to Woonsocket, 
where major fires caused much dam- 
age. William Marcoux and Robert Mel- 
vitle retired after 28 and 9 years, 
respectively. Fire prevention act- 
ivities were beefea up in the hope 
of reducing fire losses. The depart- 


ment hosted an Open House during Fire 


Prevention Week. They also partici- 
pated in a Babysitting Clinic spon- 
sored by the Jaycee women. 


Early in 1981, Firefighter Richard 
Lamoreaux sustained a disabling in- 
jury at an early morning fire at 

38 Temi Rd. In March, the alertness 
of a neighbor and quic« action by 
fire personnel saved the North Bap- 
tist Church on Hartford Ave. Brush 
fires during the spring months 
brought many problems--a 10-acre 
fire at the rear of Cares A’andon 
Lane, a 60-acre fire on Blackstone 
St., a third fire broxe out between 
Farm St. and Deerfiela Lane. The 
local department was assisted by men 
from Franklin, Milford, Medway, Men- 
don, and the state forestry dept. A 
military surplus truck was destroyed 
at this time. Through the efforts of 
Chief Ranieri and the TPistrict Fire 
Warden, we were able to obtain a 
1968 military truck, which we con- 
verted into a brush truck. A total 


of 246 prush fires were an 


fought during March and ® 
April. Lt.) Gordon) Curtis 
retired from the call 
service after more than 40 years. 
Firefighter Lamoreaux retired ona 
disability pension after 138 years on. 
the force. For the lst time, radio 
spots for fire prevention were aired 
on local radio stations. Also a radio 
was installed in Engine 6, courtesy 
of Woonsocket, making mutual aid more 
effective. In March, the new town 
rescue was put into service. 

1982 
July 19 and 20/was perhaps the busiest 
period in the department!s history. 
On the 19th, lightening caused 2 
major fires in opposite ends of the 
town. At midnight, another "working" 
fire occurred(3 within a 9-hr. period) 
A person was arrested and charged with 
arson for the latter fire. On Auge 
Christopher Bergeron was hired as a 
full-time firefighter to fill a vac- 
ancy. On Lec. 17th, 3 major fire was 
averted by a smoke detector alerting 
a young girl, who happened to be at 
home at the time. The most serious 
damage waS caused by smoke. The Police/ 
Fire Building Study Committee re- 
commended that the existing Center 
Fire Station be converted into Police 
facilities and that a new Fire station 
be constructed on town-owned land ad- 
jacent’'to the Highway Garage. 


In 1983 the Captain-No-Burn Fire Pre- 
vention Program was implemented in all 
town schools(consisting of topics 
covered with teacher aids, tapes, 
slides ana urging parent participation.| 
Local merchants sponsoring this pro- 
gram were: R.P. Smith Insurance Agency, 
Fiber-Taxis, Jaco, Inc. and Devitt 
Real Estate Agency. A fire prevention 
play entitled "Fire work" was also 
introduced into all schools. A per- 
son waS apprehended for setting a 
smoky-fire at Ted's Outboard Bldg. 

This was fec by a broken oil line, 
making fighting a problem. Firefighter 
Antonio Marcotte, a call-man for 21 
years, retired from the department. 


ate 


On January 11,1984, a serious fire 
gutted a house on Wrentham Rd. The 


firefighters were hampered by a temp. 


of approx. -5 degrees. Both men and 
equipment were encrusted with ice. 
On April 9th, a major fire destroy- 
ed the train depot on Maple St. The 
cause of the fire was determined to 
be arson. On May lst, another brush 
fire engulfed the Saddleback Hill 
area. Driven by high winds, an esti- 
mated 100 acres were destroyed. The 
f'ames threatened houses on the hill 
and ignited a porch, swimming pool, 
various fences and destroyed an out- 
Side shed. Mutual aid from Franklin, 
Blackstone, Medway and 4 state 


trucks assisted the local department. 


Numerous radio and TV stations from 
Boston and Providence responded and 
this fire made the news on all 
major stations. At one point, the 
channel 7 helicopter was used to 
transport Chief Ranieri around the 
fire so as to assess the direction 
of the fire and the location of the 
men. In June and July, several fires 
-resulted from arson. A person was 
summarily arrested and convicted and 
served time in the House of Correc- 
tiOneypor this. Lt. Ray Goyette, a 
call firefighter for 2% years, re- 
tired. Paul Bokoski and Robert lLe- 
winski were appointed call lieuten- 


ants at Station 1 and 3,respectively. 


Firefighter Marcel Crepeau retired 
in November after 30 yaars in the 
department(14 yrs. as a permanent 
man). He also headed the Rescue 
Givision as Coordinator. Under his 
guidance, the rescue division has 
developed into the professional ser- 
vice that it is. Andre Genereux was 
appointed the new coordinator. His 
didecation has helped to keep the 
level of performance and training to 
it's high standard. Steven Reilly 
was hired in Dec. to fill this va- 
cancy. Chief Ranieri utilized cable 
TV for fire safety prevention mess- 
ages on the Public Safety Channel. 


In 1985, Leonard Hadley retired and 
was replaced by Michael [Telorme. 
Brush fires continued to plague the 


| 


city or telephone service). 


department. For the second time in 
several years, a fire destroyed a 
barn and adjacent shed on Farm St. 
This was started accidentally by an 
occupant. A fire ripped through an 
old house on Third Ave. and an occu- 
pant was led to safety by police and 
fire officials. The department went 
to the mutual aid of Milford for a 
major fire at the Shadowbrook Apt. 
Complex. Several building fires were 
fought in the ensuing months. In 
July, a tragic vehicle fire on Rte. 
495 resulted in the death of a 16 mo. 
OldseiriweaneetiIrst tire iatality 
Since 1980. On Sept. 27th, the town 
prepared for its first hurricane in 
many years. All off-duty men were 
called in to man the 3 stations in 
anticipation of the storm. Fortunate- 
ly, during this time there were no 
major fires(especially since roads 
were blocked, there was no electri- 
On Oct. 
14th, a shed fire, claimed the 2nd 
fire victim of the year. Robert Pur- 
ich, a long-time educator and former 
Selectman perished. A third fatality 
was prevented by the quick action of 
the chief at a house fire on Carrier 
Ave. The occupant was overcome by 
smoke when he arrived on the scene, 
but duly recovered. Firefighters 
Leonard Hadley and Salvatore Pilla 
retired after serving for 25 and 23 
years respectively. The town pur- 
chased the first ladder truck from 
Franklin for $15,000. Under the dir- 
ection of Andre Genereux,Rescue Coor., 
the first M.A.S.T.(Military Anti- 
Shock Trousers) course in the state 
was held at the Town department. This 
year the townspeople saw fit to ap- 
propriate funds for the purpose of 
constructing a new fire station and 
formed a Police/Fire Building Comm., 
Walter Lewinski,Chr., Diane Breau, 
Sec., Michael Jaillet, Selectmen's 
Rep., Chief Ranieri and Police Chief 
Richard Boucher. 


In 1986, an early morning fire in 

Feb., routed a large family into the 
streets. Smoke detectors once again 
gave early warning so the occupants 


were awakened and evacuated. In 

March, a fire of suspicious origin 
caused moderate smoke damage to Ir. 
Shea's Animal Hospital on Mendon St. 
Chief Ranieri and Trooper John Dunn, 
Worcester C.P.A.C. unit, investigated 
and apprehended 2 persons. The local 
department assisted Milford, during 

a fire at Milford Shoe Co. The buildin 
was destroyed. A suspicious fire 
occurred at Peter Brook SawMill. A 
fire also caused considerable at Deb- 
bie’s Steak House. Several members 
vassed state certification for M.A.S.T 
which allows the EMT's to provide 
additional treatment to trauma victims 
Chris Bergeron, Andre Genereux, Tom 
Guerin and Steven Rfilly. Also Chief 
Ranieri received an Associates leg. 

in Fire Science at Quinsigamond 
Community College. The Chief was the 
first member of this department to 
achieve this degree. Thomas Guerin 

and Michael Ielorme continue to pursue 
degrees as of this date. Capt. Robert 
Kempton retired in November after 38 
years of dedication to the department. 
All bunker-coats were replaced this 
year with state-of-the-art nomex 
coats. This also completed the end of 
a replacement program for all new 
positive pressure air-paxs. 
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j the local EMT's and 
tlife. support to -the victims. This: has 
| proven to be a valuable life-saving 
ttool. The Police/Fire Building Comm. 
tsought bids for the new station. When 
(bias came in over appropriation, a 

# Supplemental appropriation was 


An early morning fire on Jan. 17,1957 
resulted in heavy smoke damage at 
lisa Ann Dr. Early detection, once 
again by smoke detectors saved the 
occupants from sure tragedy and loss 
of life. In April, Engine 6 covered 
for Woonsocket while they fought the 
Glenark Mills Fire. Several youths 
were apprehended for setting a fire 

at Ober's Trucking Co. on Robbin 
Circle, destroying a trailer loaded 
with sportswear. The chief was assisted 
by the police and Cpl. Punn of Worces- 
ter CPAC in this investigation. 


} A major highlight for this year was 


the establishment of a paramedic team 
The paramedics 
respond to emergencies when called by 
offer advanced 


sought so that construction could 


|start in 1983. Also this year, new. 

} tone-pagers were purchased for all 

j personnel. This makes the personnel 
jmuch more available for response 

| instead of the plectron system which 


had limitea mobility. 


Bellingham’s fwst 
fre truck 


As I close off this report--In my 10 
years as Chief, I have seen many ded- 
icated firefighters retire after 
serving numerous years on the depart- 
ment. Some of these members went 

back’ tO the early days ofan all 
volunteer department. While the names 
and faces have changed, the bottom 
line is that the many men and women 
who have served and continue to serve 
the TOWN are truly the ones who 
deserve the accolades. 


Fire fighting is one of the most im- 
portant community activities. Firemen 
stana as the first line of defense 
against one of the most serious dan- 
gers that can threaten a city or town 
FIRE. Without an effective fire-fight- 
ing organization, a whole community 
could be destroyed ina fire started 
by a careless smoxer. Fire fighters 
learn to ao their jobs uncer the 
strain of great danger, fatigue and 
excitement. They are taught the 
importance of teamwork. To do their 
job successfully, firemen must work 
together quickly anc efficiently. 
BUweeere taenting is not all that 
firemen ao. They work hard in their 
communities to enforce fire regula- 
tions and carry out safety programs 
that help prevent fires. They are al- 
so trainec to aid the community in 
times of disaster. DONATIONS | 


BELLINGHAM FIRE CHIEF 
Richard ‘ha. Raniers 


BELLINGHAM salutes the work of our 
local department. Thank You all for Ruth Speiler 
your dedication and service. Carleton Patrick 
Florence-Peter Rich 
Andrea-~-Bruce Crossman 
Elizabeth-David Andrews 
Francis~Mary Donovan 
Amy-Dorothy Hunter 
Emerson--Virginia Eldredge 
Inga Cookfin memory of 
Wasyl Kornicki) 


DEATH NOTICES 
COMMISSIO 


Leo Stearns 
George Wheeler 
Hugh Smith 
Raymond Harper 
John Clancy 


A 
THEAT RE; 
TIME 
FORGOT. 


"BIJOU' 


SNO LINGY 


Z 
@ 
Ee 
2 
0 
< 


Probably most of our readers still 
remember the indoor movie theatre's of 
the past. Ona recent trip I took to 
Vermont, the weather turned terrible 
with torrential downpours of rain, not 
much to do or look forward to except 
possibly a long ride with no where 
special to go to. Our entourage of 
friends decided to see a movie. 

The night before we headed out at 
8 P.M. looking for a restaurant to 
have a ‘late night dinner'. What we 
thought would be a five minute drive 
to the nearest restaurant turned out 
to be a 45 minute drive. We passed 
several dozen eating places before we 
settled on one that we all agreed to 
eat in. Actually it wasn't a matter 
of choice. It was the only place still 
open at this ‘late' night hour. The 
service was great, the food was terrifi 
and we had an excellent time. 

Let us get back to the subject of 
the indoor movie theatre. The movie 
we decided on was the Rainman, again 
it wasn't a matter of choice,(we would 
have chosen this movie anyways) but it 
was the only movie theatre in the town 
of Morrisville, Vermont and the only 
theatre in the area for many miles. 

The movie scene's will soon fade 


from my memory but this theatre, a step | 


into small town history shall linger 

in my mind for many years to come. 
First of all the marquee "Bijou" brough 
back instant memories of the Bijou 
theatre's from years ago. The name it- 
self brought back scene's of afternoon 
matinees, the smell of fresh popped 

pop corn, of old time lobbies, balconie 
and glimpses from my mind that now only 
appear in museums. 

Being a history buff this soon 
ordinary trip to the movies became a 
step into time, to me into the 1950's. 
A step into the 'Twilight Zone' where 
each person regresses back to their 
own time in their own minds, their own 
memories of neighborhood theatre's of 
the past. 


The lobby was small with a ticket booth 
in the middle. The ticket booth was 
enclosed in wood with a half open 

front where you purchased the ticket 
from the person inside the booth. The 
booth was covered with pictures of old 
time movie stars John Wayne, xonald 
Reagan (the actor),Judy Garland and 
many from an earlier era- the faces 
familiar- the names forgotten. 

Off to one side was the ‘Gents’ 
restroom and a window enclosing the 
placard ‘'Rainman'. Above the enclosed 
window announcing 'Now Showing'. Off 
on the other side of the wooden ticket 
booth was the snack bar area. The lady) 
selling the tickets said that this | 
theatre opened in 1902 and first showed 
talkies in the early 1920's. The pop 
corn machine looked that old. fresh 
popped pop corn the aroma and taste 
that cannot be matched in today's 
Cinema's. 

I ordered a coke and a bag of pop 
com and put $3- down on the counter. 
The snack bar attendant gave me my 
order and said 75¢. fifty cents for 
the coke and twenty-five cents for the 
bagrolepap corn. 

The rest of the theatre also 
amazed me. Walking down the aisle was 
a walk into my past. Each seat was 
made of iron, leather and wood with a 
number tag. kemembering the days when 
we were seated by an usher according to 
aisle number and seat. We were seated f 
just in time for the start of the movie} 

When the movie ended we had a 
chance to look around this fime old 
theatre:and discovered that there was 
a balcony. We soon ascended the 
carpet lined stairs to the balcony. 


Seated upstairs we could look down to 


the stage-screen area. Beside the 
stage was a piano that was now .being 
played by a person to entertain the 
audience until the begining of the 
next feature movie. 

The piano playing ended and the 
movie began. The Lights were dimmed 
and our tour into yesterdays world of 
an old time movie theatre ended. A 


tour I will never forget and a’place 
I know I will return to often, A 


place just to remember a time forgot. 
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We submit the following 

ChASS PICTURES, of students 

Ot tne sh Ste grade in 
Bellingham schools. We 

feel this class is noteworthy 
as they will be the grad- 
aelnge clas sete 000: 


row: Heather Cardy, Melissa Connors, Stephanie Serven, Rebecca Racicot, 

Amanda Desjarlais, Samantha Dacus, Erin Murphy 

row: Kevin LaBonne, Matthew Murzycki, Brett Bonina, Katrina Wright-Singer, 
Angela Cardeiro, Janis Mackey, Alexandra Karlson, Steven Kraft, Timmy Sullivan 
row: Student Teachers-Kim Cox, Nancy Cannon, Jamie Giggey, Shawn Kelley, 
zachary Lavis, Eric Malouin, David Calzini, Robert Attwood, Matthew McColgan 
Mrs. Lucille Gould, (missing-James Wood) 


ELEM. SCRDGL. 
BELLINGRAN 


lst row: Michelle Plasse, Amy Mason, Shannon Hamelin, Emily Ivers, Jessica 
Coppinger, Gretchen Spath 
2nd row: Thomas Perron, Jessica Indelicato, Shannon Davis, Kimberly Mowry, 


Tracy Dennis, Lisa 


Dean, Rebecca Drake, Nicholas Molinari 


3rd row: Justin Catanzaro, Brent Christo, Eric Hebert, David Archambault, 
Shaun Keefe, Anthony Gallerane, Aaron Milot;------ Mrs. Cameron 


lst row: Nicole Rice, 


Meghan Whipple, Courtney Vella, Corey Beth Dill, 


Michelle Johnson, Kristen Hatch 
2nd row: Joshua Jolicoeur, Laura Riley, Sharon Strout, Angela Aiello, 


Stephanie Tondreau, 
3rd row: Rory Hamlet, 


Tifany Dyke, Luke DeDominici 
Danny Lawton, T.J. Lyden, Jimmy Parah, Nathan Auclair 


Carl Genereux, Matthew Frederick----------- Mrs. DeGiacomo 


ile Atma cen 
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BELLINGHAM 
MASS 
1968 
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lst row: Sarah Ongersoll, Kristen Bussaglia, Jessica Ranieri, Heather Henn- 
rikus, Danielle Wooding, Kathleen Noonan 

2nd row: Michael Ballard, Joseph Cote, Thomas Estrada, Eric Lavallee, 
Jerrett Bardwell, Jesse Bright, Sean Woodman, Matthew Enos 

3rd row: Derek Licata, Daniel Joyce, Jeffrey Lewis, Adam Karakeian, 
Michael Schiavone, James Thifault-------- Miss Vallee 


PINECREST 
ELEM SCHOOL 
BELLINGHAN 


MASS 
1998 1989 
GR RM 2. 


lst row: Jillian Gelinas, Christine O'Malley, Crystal Martin, Denise La- 
vallee, Jazmyn Wheaton, Erin Snay 

2nd row: Trevor Daigneault, Michael Rocheleau, Keith Haynes, Michelle Potter 
James Wheatl ey, Eric Barnes, Matthew Martin 

3rd row: Andrew Belcastro, Jesse Stearns, Timothy Cyr, Michael Luchuk, 
Jarred Riel, Absent: Sarah Campano, Patricia Cascanet--Mrs. Tredeau 


lst row: Natasha Tarrasky, Jenna Lazdowsky, Whitney Matthews, Sky Staples, 
Heather Duhaime, Amanda Boudreau, Kristina Ferragamo 

2nd row: Joey Casadonte, Andrew Kennedy, Shannon Tervo, Jennifer Mitnick, 
Lisa Boyle, Lisa Clark, Matthew Grupposo 

3rd row: Student teacher Ms. Barbara Daniels, Roburt McClellan, Joey Muise, 
Colin Mitchell, Richard Taylor, Greg Bouchard, Patrick Bruen, Derek Fran- 
cesconi, Mike Munger, Kevin Plamondon, Teacher Mrs. Jydi Attwood 


lst row: Homa Azargoon, Kristen Otenti, Heather Maguire, Jennifer Farrar, Kristie 
Centola, Jennifer Murphy, Laurie Murphy 

2nd row: Justin Blais, Kati Degen, Casey Osgood,Joslyn lacasse, Julie Morreale, 
Kemmy Nixon, Michael Smith, Mrs. Brackett 

3rd row: Student teacher Mrs. Longobardi, Andrew Irby, Alan Skumautz, Timmy Cur- 
ran, Christian Polovitch, Timmy Horton, Tommy Evers, Kain Rooney, Brendan 


Cournoyer, Richard Heinricher 


Seal 
‘YSTALL, BROOK 
CLE, SCHOOL 
BEL J. ie 
MASS 
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lst row: Susan Doherty, Kimberly MacKay, Karen Palardy, Megan Sueltenfuss, 
Cynthia,Crosa,, Patrice Laverdiere,;; Lakecia Porter 

2nd row: Peter Nugent, Christopher GrandPre, Anne Conroy, Kathleen Zanchi, 
Allison Peters, Timothy Gray, Michael Pelletier, Mrs. Sandra Rose 


3rd row: Michael Brogna, Andrew Pasciuto, Daniel Chaisson (missing-Lisa Cook) 


icy SCHagy 
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lst row: Katayun Adhami, Eryn Lorentzen, Robyn McKissick, Elizabeth O'Malley, 
Tammy Tomasello, Allanna Cox, Amanda Phillips 

2nd row: Matthew Carney, Brad Langevin, Samantha Herren, Brianna Hill, Lindsey 
Packard, Maryann Bent, Kristene LaDuke, Tse Ken Lee, Steven Landry, 

3rd row: Eric Belcher, Patrick Haley, Douglas Fisher, Joseph Glynn, Mrs.Astbury 


More, ofithese pictures will 
be found in the following 


—(3- issue. 


CIVIL WAR 
BNCAMPMENT 
32nd MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY 


The Bellingham Historic Commission 
would like to thank Mike Feingolér 
Randolph , Andrew B. Porter, Jr. of 
Petersburg, Virginia and Ed Moore of 
Bellingham for their combined efforts 
in obtaining artifacts from an encamp- 
ment site and battle area during the 
Civil War period. 

During the Civil War, Petersburg, 
Virginia was the site of the longest 
seige in U.S. military history. Getty- 
sburg was a 3 day affair. Petersburg 
was the scene of a larger campaign last- 
ing 10 months. The Confederate forces 
alone at Petersburg had more artillery 
pieces thatY both the North and South in 
the battle of Gettsburg. 

The artifacts include specimens of 
Americana and are over 125 years old. 
They include both United States and 
Confederate States examples of Henry, 
Sharps, Springfield, Spencer, Williams, 
Gardner and Maynard rifle as well as 
grape, buck and ball, steel short and 
bullet mold slag. 

These bullet and miniballs were 
found in 1986 along the north side of 
Vaughan Rd. in a camp of the 32nd Mass. 
Infantry. 

Information for this article supp- 
lied by Andrew B. Porter, Jr. The 
Bellingham Historic Commission cherishes 
this donation of artifacts and hopes to 
one day, in the near future,to put these 
articles on exhibit. 


OF INTEREST TO 
PRANKLIN RESIDENTS 


Congratulations to Lauren O'Brien of 
Franklin, Mass. on her perfect win on 
T.V.‘’s Star Search. 


50 YEARS AGO 


THE TRAPP FAMILY 


When Adolph Hitler's army invaded 
Austria in 1938 the Trapp family left 
their large estate just outside of 
Salzburg and journeyed to America. 
Their material wealth was replaced by 
freedom and family unity in the @laceof 
spiritual wealth. Baron Georg and 
Baroness Maria Von Trapp along with 10 
children and Father #*ranz Wasner, under 
whose direction the family hobby of 
singing was turned into a profession 
and became known as the Trapp Family 
Singers. They first resided in Phila- 
delphia and in 1941 bought a large 
Vermont farm. The original Trapp 
Lodge burned in December 1980 and was 
soon rebuilt. A family cemetery is 
located on the spacious grounds where 
the Baron Georg and Baroness Maria Von 
Trapp and two of the children are buri 
Many of the Trapp family children stil 
reside in the local Vermont area. 


Memorial Day Card, 1910 
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HOW THE UNITED STATES FLAG ORIGINATED 


1. The St. George Cross was the first English flag used in North America. 
It was flown by John Cabot in 1497 under the reign of King Henry VII. 


1. St. George Cross 2. In 1620, when the Mayflower landed in America, a new flag was used for 
the colonies. King James I took the Cross of St. George and superimposed 
it onto the Scottish flag of St. Andrew and called it the Kings Colors. 

2. Kings Colors 


Nae 3. In 1707 Queen Anne adopted a new flag for England and her colonies. 
J™N The Kings Colors were placed on a field of red. This was called the British 
Red Ensign or the Cromwell Flag. 


3. Cromwell Flag 


4. During the Revolutionary War the colonists began unfurling new flags; 
among them was the popular Continental Flag. It replaced the Kings Colors 
with a Pine Tree, symbolic of the New England way of life. Many historians 
believe this banner was flown during the famous battle of Bunker Hill. 


4. Continental Flag 


5. In 1775 the colonies launched some floating batteries in the New England 
area. These vessels were put into service against the British shore defenses. 
The flag flown on these ships was the famous Massachusetts Colony Flag or 
Pine Tree Flag. 


. eo 
5. Pine Tree Flag 6. The Southern Colonial States played an equally important part in writing 


our flag history. Colonial Gadsden of South Carolina designed the Snake Flag 
or Gadsden Flag as an answer to the British. It is said the inscription on the 
flag was a warning — meaning it was as dangerous to tread on the colonies 


Set READ nat as it would be to step on an American rattlesnake. 


6. Gadsden Flag 


\ —— 7. In 1776 the colonies adopted the thirteen stripes representing the thirteen 

ar colonies and kept the Kings Colors in the Canton, illustrating their allegiance 
Vs to England, but their willingness to fight for their rights and justice. This 
flag was raised at Cambridge by General Washington and was called the 
Grand Union Flag or Cambridge Flag. 


7. Grand Union Flag 


8. The original Betsy Ross Flag was officially adopted by an Act of Congress 


on June 14, 1777. It is generally believed that General George Washington 
was Instrumental in designing the Betsy Ross Flag. 


8. Betsy Ross Flag 


9. Shortly before the War of 1812, two new states were added to the Union 
and the flag was changed from 13 to 15 Stars and Stripes. This Star Spangled 
Banner was the inspiration for Francis Scott Key to write our National 
Anthem. 


9. Star Spangled Banner 


10. As the United States expanded and more states entered the Union, it 
became necessary to adopt a practical design to represent each new state. 
April 4, 1818, Congress passed legislation establishing the number of stripes 
wc seven red and six white and an additional star for every new state joining 
the Union. 


10. Old Glory 


VALLEY FORGE FLAG COMPANY SPRING CITY, PA. 


Flag Day—June 14th -\S - 
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Dear Friends, 


I have just finished reading 
the last Comments dedicated to 
John Lundvall. We always sent our 
checks to him as he sometimes re- 
plied with a letter. 


Ivy have’ no one left) an Bellings 
ham to let me know as the friends 
passed away. Hilda Thayer was the 
last. 


My relatives are all buried 
in Center Cemetery. Some in the 
front part among the old slate 
markers. 


I will be buried there as 
well as my daughter. 


We. ‘enjoy the Comments, ‘soe 
help a little to keep then 
coming. 

Lois and Dorothy Hunter 
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Our Thank You to Ruth Speiler 
for contributing a CIVIL WAR 
ARMY writing slate. 
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BELLINGHAM 
HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 


You ‘arei invited to 


BELLINGHAM 
HISTORIC APPRECIATION DAY 


Place: Town Hall Complex 


Date: Mav 21, 1989 


To recognize those individuals 
who have lent outstanding sup- 
port to the promotion and pre- 
servation of LocalHistory. 


Special guest will be Mrs. 
Evelyn Harvey, a direct- 
descendant of Gov. Richard 
Bellingham, who makes her home 
in Australia. : 


There will be Historical Items 
on display. 


Also, don't forget our MEMORIAL 
DAY PARADE!! 


